Words Overheard
Time: 10 – 15 minutes

Participants work in pairs. (A and B)

1. They walk around together, and they are asked to talk about a given theme (eg. what they have been doing this last week). They are not interested in listening to each other; they interrupt each other, and are only interested in getting out their own story. 
3. min. 


2. This is repeated with a new theme (eg. something interesting/exiting they have experienced), but this time although they interrupt each other all the time, and are eager to tell their own story, they try to absorb what the other person is saying at the same time.
3. min.


3. This time A and B are to listen to each other. A begins to talk (eg. about something he/she is very keen on), and B listens but gives no verbal response and as little as possible non-verbal response (facial expressions, body language). After 2 minutes they swap, and B tells his/her story. After a further 2 minutes, they are asked to repeat back to each other what they remember of what the other one has said. 
6 minutes

4. They are given a theme to debate (something important or current, like for or against school mediation). A presents one argument. B has to sum up A's argument before presenting a contra-argument. A has to sum up B's argument before presenting a new argument etc. 
4 – 5 min.


5. Plenum discussion: what was this exercise like? Did anybody recognise the situation in 1 and 2? What was it like to be listened to without being interrupted? Did they like discussing with the method employed in point 4? What was it like to have your arguments repeated to you? Write key words that turn up on the blackboard.

